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'Giant' Confusion among Black Teams in Kansas City and Chicago: 1909-12

During the early part of the 1900’s Kansas City and Chicago were the hubs of black baseball in 
the Midwest, and by 1909 the Kansas City, Kansas Giants and the Chicago Leland Giants were 
indisputably the best black teams in their respective regions, each team even claiming to be the 
National champion of Negro professional baseball.  But constant fighting among the management of 
each of these teams resulted in multiple splinter teams with similar names, creating confusion that 
would last for years.  From 1909 to 1912 managers would change teams, owners would change team 
names and players would play for multiple teams in the same year.  By 1911 there were four black 
‘Giants’ teams in Chicago and two in Kansas City.  The constant changes created confusion among 
team followers, newspapers writers and eventually, historians trying to unravel the mess.

A key figure in the confusion was ‘Topeka’ Jack Johnson, who was both player and manager for 
the 1909 Kansas City, Kansas, Giants, owned by Tobe Smith and Felix Payne.1  But Johnson left 
before the start of the 1910 season, forming a new Kansas City ‘Royal Giants’ team across the river in 
Missouri.  The February 26 Indianapolis Freeman reported that “Jack Johnson has been won over by 
an association in Kansas City, Mo…the big town looks better to Jack for this season.”  Johnson took 
several of his 1909 team’s star players with him, just as he had done when Tobe Smith lured him 
away from the Topeka Giants the previous year.2  He strengthened his new team further by adding a 
few players from other teams, including Eugene Milliner of the St. Paul Gophers, perhaps the fastest 
man in all of baseball, regardless of color.3  Johnson immediately began publicizing his team as being 
the same as the 1909 Giants, stating that “there is no other club in the country that can compete with 
our record, won 128, lost but 19”.  Tobe Smith, still the owner of the team in Kansas, begged to differ: 
“it does not clearly appear from the language used just what particular baseball club Mr. Johnson 
intended to advertise…four years ago I organized a baseball club in Kansas City, Kansas”, referring to 
his team as the one that had won 128 games the previous year.  He goes on to mention that Johnson 
was associated with that team both as a manager and player, but “is no longer connected with the 
Kansas City, Kansas Giants in any capacity whatever, but is presumably the manager of a recently 
organized baseball team in Kansas City, Missouri.”4  

Johnson’s Royal Giants opened their 1910 season on April 3, playing the Chicago Outlaws at 
Shelley Park in Kansas City, Missouri - a photo of Johnson accompanied the April 16 article, showing 
him in his old ‘Chicago Union Giants’ uniform.5  Like his 1909 team and future Johnson-managed 
teams, the 1910 Royal Giants would spend a good part of their summer touring the midwest.  Years 
later, Arthur Hardy, a former teammate of Johnson’s, described how Topeka Jack Johnson would talk 
with the locals before planning any “clowning on the field”: “Johnson always insisted that we didn’t 
want to humiliate anybody…After all, we were pros and the other teams were fellows who were 
playing once a weekend…and so Topeka Jack would always talk to the local people.  He’d say, ‘Now 
what about you folks here? Do you want us to put on some funny kind of acts? Or do you think they 
would resent it?’”6

The June 25 Freeman contained a very long and detailed article by the Minneapolis Keystones 
owner and manager, regarding Tobe Smith’s refusal to pay the Keystones for a rained-out game in 
Kansas City back in May.  He then described a more favorable outcome in a similar situation that 
occurred the following week on the Missouri side of the river.   There was no mention of the third black 
Kansas City team, the ‘Cyclones’, until August in The Freeman, when Bill Lindsey lost a game against 
the St. Louis Giants.  This was the same Bill Lindsey who was such an important part of Tobe Smith’s 
team earlier in the summer.  Not only were the teams changing owners, managers and even states 
from year to year, their players were switching teams in the middle of the season! Jack Johnson’s 
Royal Giants took two games from Tobe Smith’s team in August, but Smith had the final word, taking 



2

two from Johnson’s team in early October to end the feud for the year, claiming the “championship of 
the Missouri and Kansas negro teams”.7

Kansas City began the 1911 season once again with three black semi-pro teams: the Kansas City 
Cyclones, Kansas City Royal Giants of Missouri, and the Kansas City Giants of Kansas.  Jack 
Johnson was the Royal’s contact listed in the February 11 Freeman, but only one week later George 
Walden was listed as the manager and contact, at the very same address (1005 McGee St, KC, MO). 
The February 18 Freeman also had an article on the Royal Giants, mentioning that “most of the old 
men have been retained and some very clever new ones have been added.” The following additional 
statement was probably provided by Walden to discourage other black teams from contacting either of 
the other Kansas City teams to arrange games: “From the outlook the Royals will be the only team in 
Kansas City, as it was proven last season that Kansas City cannot support two salaried Negro teams.”  
It went on to mention a contract to add 2,000 additional seats to Shelley Park, giving 5,000 total. “The 
diamond will be one of the best in the country. Teams wishing dates here should get in touch with the 
manager (Walden).”   

The next issue of the Freeman (Feb 25, 1911) featured a long article by Jack Johnson (the 
Royal’s contact only two weeks previous) calling for a Negro National baseball league, along with his 
name and contact information, which was the same he used for his Kansas City, KS Giants (117 West 
6th St., Kansas City, MO).  Johnson had jumped states once again, keeping everyone further off-
balance by maintaining an address across the river in his rival’s state.  The March 8 Freeman plugged 
Johnson’s team again: “The Kansas City Giants baseball team is expecting to do great things this 
season under the management of Jack Johnson.  It is expected that the season will be the greatest in 
the history of the club.  Most of the boys of 1909, when the club made fame, will be in the organization 
of 1911.  Booking all first-class clubs.”  Clearly there was some early competition between the two 
teams prior to the season start, but Johnson’s Kansas team would prove to be clearly superior on the 
field in 1911.

To make things more confusing, the April 15 Freeman announced that the Kansas City Cyclones 
would open their season on April 16th, and that they claimed to be “champions of the middle west, 
owing to last season’s successes…with the intention of making the championship title stick.”  A series 
of 1910 victories against the other two Kansas City and St. Louis teams were recalled, along with an 
invite to traveling teams “wishing to meet with success.”  Their line-up was impressive, featuring Fred 
Lindsay, Frog lindsay, West Wilkins and Oscar Moss, but after splitting two games with the Royal 
Giants early in the season, they were beaten by the same club 10-0 in June, and nothing further was 
heard from them. Perhaps Walden was correct in his pre-season statement that Kansas City could not 
support multiple salaried Negro teams.8

The June 17 Freeman reported that “At last Kansas City has a baseball team, the fastest and 
finest aggregation of ball players in the West, ‘Kansas City (Kansas) Giants’ is the name by which the 
club will be known, and they do not belie their name, for every baseball-playing one of them is a giant 
- if not in stature, then in ability - for they are one of the headiest and the cleanest all-round bunch of 
baseball huskies that ever touched a bat. And that goes! Even the Royal Giants say it goes - and they, 
above all others, ought to know, for they have received three of the swellest drubbings, three of the 
most painstaking beatings any gang ever received in the annals of baseball, and they are now ready 
to doff their caps and own - even if they do it reluctantly - that the Kansas City Giants are the masters 
on the Western diamonds.”  The article continues in the same vein, with a quite one-sided description 
of a three-game series played earlier in the year between the Kansas City, Kansas, Giants and the 
Royal Giants, almost certainly submitted by Jack Johnson, given that he was a frequent contributor to 
the Freeman, and most articles were submitted by the victorious team.   Johnson concludes: “Peace 
be to their ashes. May their slumbers not be disturbed for eons and eons of year.”

Probably in response to the ‘Masters of the Western diamonds’ article, Jack Johnson became the 
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victim of abuse in the next issue of the Freeman, accused of not paying guaranteed fees to several 
visiting teams.  In an article titled ‘Warning to Owners and Managers of Ball Teams’, W.S. Hunt, owner 
and manager of the Memphis, Tennessee, Giants, described the team’s management as “the most 
unreliable set I have ever run across in my baseball career.”  He claimed that he had been 
guaranteed $200 by Johnson to play four games in Kansas City, Kansas on July 8-11.  He played the 
games but Payne and Johnson refused to pay the contracted amount.  Hunt went on further to say 
that Kid Mitchell of the Keystones had also been “held up”, as had Frank Leland, for $250.  “These 
would-be baseball magnates”, he stated, “are killing the game and making it hard for traveling teams.”  
For the remainder of the 1911 season, Johnson let his team’s play do the talking.9  

1912 brought even stickier problems.  Before the season began, Walden and Johnson had made 
amends, the Freeman announcing that “at last war in Kansas City has come to a happy ending”, 
complementing the article with a photograph of the two men shaking hands.  The Kansas and 
Missouri Giants would merge to form a single Kansas City Royal Giants club, playing out of Shelley 
Park in Missouri.  The same Freeman article also stated that  “the team is being backed by some of 
the leading business Negroes of Kansas City.”10  But only two weeks later, an ad appeared in the 
same newspaper for ‘The Great and Famous Kansas City, Kan., Giants”, John Harris manager.11  A 
May ad asking for competition indicated that Tobe Smith was associated with the new team as well, 
based at 1609 N. 5th st., Kansas City, KS, and that their first game would be May 30 against St. Louis.   
A July 20 Freeman ad reminded readers that Smith’s Giants “are still in the baseball business”, and 
included a list of barely-recognizable player names.  The old feud between Smith and Johnson was 
resumed.

An article written in early June, apparently by Jack Johnson, described a ‘massacre’ of four 
straight Royal Giants victories over the Kansas club: 12-9, 8-5, 10-5 and 6-2.  “We must give credit to 
our old friend, Jack Johnson, for once again he has succeeded in being with the winning bunch.  He 
has taken together what was last season a failure and apparently had very little class if any.  After a 
month or six weeks work with them they can now rightfully and deservingly boast of being 
‘Champions’.”12  This was a strange comment, given that Johnson and Walden had supposedly 
mended their fences at the beginning of the 1912 season, but by this time the constant fighting had 
taken an irreversible toll and Walden’s statement during the 1911 turmoil that the Kansas City area 
could not support multiple salaried negro teams had finally proven true - black baseball in Kansas City 
would not regain its stature and popularity until 1920 when the Kansas City Monarchs were organized 
as charter members of the Negro National League, a league whose chief organizer was one of 
Johnson’s earliest rivals - Rube Foster of Chicago.

After the 1909 season, Jack Johnson had stated that his Kansas City, Kansas Giants were 
champions of Negro professional baseball, basing his claim primarily on defeats of Rube Foster and 
Frank Lelands’s great Chicago Leland Giants team.  The Leland Giants had won the Chicago City 
Championship in 1909 and Foster put up a good case for their being the black national champions: 
“The Lelands left Chicago with their full strength April 6, 1909, playing in eight states, meeting all 
comers, winning every game.”  He excused their loss later that season, of a Western championship 
series to the St. Paul Colored Gophers as being due to bad luck “in which Foster and Winston broke 
their legs”, finishing with: “I believe I am more competent to tell which is really the best club.  The 
Leland Giants are known far and wide.  They have received more recognition from the press, have 
raised the standard higher than all the other colored teams together.”13

After that memorable 1909 season, black baseball in Chicago began going through an upheaval 
similar to what was occurring at the same time in Kansas City, and by 1911 there were four black 
semi-pro baseball teams in Chicago with the name ‘Giants’.  The Chicago American Giants, managed 
by Rube Foster, had been the Chicago Leland Giants in 1910.  Leland was now managing his own 
team - the Chicago Giants, also known as Leland’s Chicago Giants.  There was also the Chicago 
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Leland Giants, run by Beauregard Moseley (Foster's most recent partner) and the Chicago Union 
Giants, who were managed by William Peters.  Confusion reined as the Chicago American Giants 
were often referred to as the Chicago Giants, and the Chicago Giants were sometimes referred to as 
Leland’s Chicago Giants, or erroneously as the Chicago Leland Giants.14   

During the early part of 1911, Foster’s team was correctly referred to as the ‘Leland Giants’ (he 
had won the right to use the name in court, from Frank Leland, and had used it throughout the 1910 
season).  But Foster and Moseley split up early in the 1910 season, Foster relinquishing the ‘Leland’ 
team to Moseley and naming his new team the ‘American Giants’.  He would manage this team under 
the same name, until he retired in 1926.15 Unfortunately, it took newspapermen a while to get used to 
the new team name associations, and throughout the year, ‘Leland Giants’ could refer to any one of 
three Chicago ‘Giants’ teams - only the Chicago Union Giants were exempt from the confusion.

To understand how things had gotten to this point by 1911, you have to go back a few years.  Old-
timers would remember that the top black Chicago team in the early part of the decade was the 
‘Chicago Union Giants’, formed in 1901 by a group headed by Leland and Jim Williams.  But as a 
result of dissension similar to what would occur in 1909, Williams split with Leland and, along with 
William Peters, took Leland to court to prevent him from using the ‘Chicago Union Giants’ name.16  
This was the same William Peters who was still managing the Chicago Union Giants in 1911.  Leland 
lost in court and in 1905 renamed his team the ‘Leland Giants’, but in 1907 won a bigger battle with 
Peters by signing star pitcher Rube Foster.  Foster brought along several of his teammates from the 
Philadelphia Giants and at Leland’s request, began managing the team.17  As manager, Foster also 
released the players who remained from the previous year.  This did not sit well with Leland, but 
Leland’s failing health and responsibilities as the newly-elected Cook County Commissioner 
necessitated Foster’s taking a larger role in running the team.18

That same year (1907) Leland joined Robert Jackson and Beauregard Moseley to expand his 
business beyond baseball, forming the Leland Giants Base Ball and Amusement Association 
(LGBBAA), which was also a summer resort, skating rink, and restaurant.19  With Moseley supervising 
the non-baseball operations of the LGBBAA, Jackson acting as team secretary and Foster managing, 
by 1909 Leland had become little more than a figurehead.   Additionally, Foster felt that the players 
were making a lot of money for Leland and not getting their fare share.20  According to David Wyatt, a 
former scorekeeper for the team, “a difference of opinion arose as to what the manager’s duty really 
was.  It was evident that the decision went to Foster.”  Leland, also having sold his ownership to a 
stock company back in 1907, was not in a very good position to regain control of the team.  The 
courts agreed, awarding the ‘Leland Giants’ name to Foster and Moseley’s side after the 1909 
season.21

The October 2, 1909 Freeman reported that the previous week, Frank Leland had resigned as 
president and member of the Leland Giants board of directors.  The same issue included a lengthy 
explanation from Leland, indicating that he was creating “a similar corporation” which would be known 
as “Leland’s Chicago Giants”. Robert Jackson would be joining him, along with eight players from the 
1909 Leland Giants, three from the St. Paul Gophers and Billy Pettus of the Kansas City Giants.   

David Wyatt reported on the Foster-Leland dispute in the October 30 Freeman, stating that the 
new club was “the result of a conference of some of the stockholders of the present Leland Giants 
Baseball and Amusement Association.”  It should be noted that Leland had offered the managing job 
to Wyatt, but had then changed his mind, apparently to Wyatt’s chagrin.  In the article, Wyatt gave his 
opinion that the time was not “quite ripe for two high-salaried colored baseball teams”, that there 
would be too much competition from white clubs for Chicago’s South Side to support both teams, and 
that an unavoidable salary war would make the existence of two such clubs financially untenable.  
This is the same concern that George Walden would have two years later in Kansas City.   Wyatt also 
expressed concerns over Charles Comiskey’s plan to build a new American League Park in the area, 
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and the fact that neither Leland’s nor Foster’s teams had permanent grounds, the Lelands using 
Auburn Park on a verbal agreement, and Leland himself having not yet secured a park for his new 
club.  On November 6, the Auburn Park’s owner, John Schorling, a white tavern-keeper22 and 
Comiskey’s son-in-law, signed a contract leasing the Auburn Park field, as well as the franchise under 
which the Leland Giants had played in the Chicago City League in 1909, to Frank Leland.  Foster’s 
team would play at Normal Park.

Foster wrote an article in the November 13 Freeman, conceding that Leland’s team had displaced 
his in the integrated Chicago City League, then added fuel to the fire, claiming to have “brought the 
new Leland Giants to Chicago” after Leland had asked him to come to Chicago and manage the 
team.  “Finally I consented to come. I released his entire club and brought my team all from the 
East…unless the men who control the clubs get together and quit trying to put each other out of 
business, the ball player can no longer speak of his profession with pride, for it won’t take it long to 
get back where it was before the Leland Giants came to Chicago in 1907.”  Obviously, he was 
claiming that the Leland Giants had very little to do with Frank Leland, who had actually formed the 
team in 1905, and everything to do with Rube Foster.

Robert Jackson, representing Frank Leland’s team, rebutted Wyatt in an article published in the 
December 18, 1909 Freeman titled ‘No Baseball War in Chicago’, describing Wyatt as a “has been 
who has outlived his usefulness as a ball player”.  He described Leland as “the father of baseball in 
Chicago” and asserted that he had been forced out of the LGBBAA and had then “set out to organize 
a first-class ball club to regain the prestige in the baseball world that he had honestly and 
conscientiously earned and established during the past fifteen years.”  He disputed Wyatt’s financial 
analysis and claimed that Chicago’s white baseball fans should not be concerned. 

Despite Jackson’s assertions to the contrary, the war among Chicago’s black semi-pro teams 
continued.  On March 1, 1910, five stockholders of the LGBBAA filed a bill in the Circuit Court, stating 
that if the company directors were forced to pay the $10,000 demanded by Beauregard Moseley, the 
LGBBAA would be made insolvent.  It was further stated that Moseley had “intruded” and “held almost 
exclusive management of the baseball exhibition” and “that the board of directors are creatures of 
Moseley and are entirely under his control”, having allowed him to charge a salary which was nine 
percent of gross receipts.23  

Despite having won the Chicago City League championship in 1909, Foster’s Leland Giants lost 
their City League franchise to Frank Leland’s new ‘Chicago Giants’ team for the 1910 season.  City 
League officials then ruled that the 1909 pennant would also be awarded to Leland’s team, as they 
retained the greater number of members from the 1909 team.   While the Chicago Giants raised the 
pennant flag at Auburn Park on May 15, described as a “stunt” by the newspaper writers, Foster’s 
team performed the same ceremony at Normal Park a mile away.24 

Foster's 'Leland Giants' team had a great season, winning over 100 games.25  Foster’s 
confidence in his team inspired a challenge issued in the May 21 Freeman, inviting any team in the 
world to play for a side bet of $500 to $3,000, or the gate receipts, anywhere in the United States.  
Meanwhile, Frank Leland’s ‘Chicago Giants’ failed even to win the Chicago City League, finishing with 
a league record of 18-12,  3 1/2 games behind the white ‘West Ends’ team.26

The year 1911 saw a continuation of Chicago in-fighting.  The February 19 Examiner reported that 
Foster had deserted Moseley and would be affiliated with John Schorling, who was opening a new 
park in place of Auburn Park (the field he had leased to Leland the previous season), “installing a 
colored club under the name of the American Giants.”  The new park was actually a renovation of the 
old White Sox Park that had been abandoned during the previous season when the White Sox moved 
to the new Comiskey Park.  Schorling approached Foster with the idea of renovating the stadium, 
beginning a partnership that over the next fifteen years would result in one of the best management 
teams in semi-pro baseball.27  Work began on March 10 and Foster’s team played their first game at 
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the new “American Giants Park” on May 14.28  
Foster’s team would be reacquiring the city league franchise they had vacated in 1910 to Leland, 

Leland’s team remaining in the league as a traveling club.29  Moseley was left holding the ‘Leland 
Giants’ name, and the Examiner reported that his team was working on plans for a “national colored 
league.”  This was no doubt a reference to Moseley’s recent article in the January 28 Freeman, 
appealing for racial support of a new league, but sounding more like a desperate attempt to remain 
part of negro baseball after the split with Foster.  The first meeting of prospective team owners had 
included Felix Payne of Kansas City, acting as temporary secretary.30

Moseley’s team was respectable in 1911, Frank Wickware pitching a no-hitter on June 5 to win 
their thirty-fifth consecutive game.31  They also toured the midwest and were often confused with the 
better teams run by Foster and Leland.  Frank Leland’s team ran into some of the same confusion 
during their own brief midwest tour: the June 14 Oskaloosa Daily Herald reported that “Oskaloosa 
baseball fans will have the opportunity to see in action, for the first time, the fastest colored team in 
existence, Thursday afternoon at the Glenwood ball yard, when the reputed Chicago Leland Giants 
clash with the Oskaloosa Giants.”  The fans were not disappointed by the Giant’s performance that 
day in a 17-1 route, but it was Leland’s Giants, not the Leland Giants, and it is probable that 
Oskaloosa was actually expecting to see Rube Foster’s team, which by that point had been renamed 
the Chicago American Giants and who were in 1911, still the team to beat in Chicago.

Foster’s continued ties to the new ‘Leland Giants’ team were illustrated by the fact that several 
times during the season he borrowed their star pitcher, Frank Wickware,  even bringing him in to win 
the 8th and final game of their 'world championship’ series, played July 31 at the newly-renovated 
Schorling's American Giants Park against Leland’s Chicago Giants.32  Still, Leland’s team had been 
much more successful than in 1910, winning 21 consecutive games at one point,33 including several 
against the Chicago American Giants, and also defeating Jack Johnson’s Kansas City, Kansas, 
Giants 13-1 at Schorling’s new park.34

In what appeared to be a conciliatory move, Moseley organized an athletic field day on October 
12, 1911,  featuring players from the American Giants, Chicago Giants and Leland Giants.  Moseley, 
Foster and Leland were once again working together in a common cause.  There was no evidence of 
bickering between the three men during the 1912 season, Foster’s team taking the Chicago City 
League championship.35

Leland continued to manage the Chicago Giants through 1914, but because of continuing health 
problems, needed the help of his star shortstop Joe Green to run the team during his final season.  
Frank Leland passed away the following winter, at age 45, of ‘Aortic Insufficiency due to 
Exhaustion’,36 and Green reorganized the team for the 1915 season.

Rube Foster’s team stayed intact and when he implemented  Moseley’s dream, forming the 
Negro National League in 1920, his Chicago American Giants were one of its charter members.  
Kansas City also provided a team for the new league: the Monarchs.  Foster, considered to be 
perhaps the greatest black pitcher of the first decade of the 1900’s, and a pioneer executive, was 
elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1981.

The same year that Foster’s Negro National League began play, Kansas City’s Jack Johnson 
provided additional material to confuse future historians, fighting a four-round sparring match with the 
former heavyweight boxing champion of the same name, on Thanksgiving Day in Leavenworth 
Prison.37  Although largely lost to history, ‘Topeka’ Jack Johnson was finally inducted into the Kansas 
State Baseball Hall of Fame in 2012.38 
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‘Giant’ teams in Kansas City and Chicago (1909-12)

1909 - Kansas City, KS, Giants (Tobe Smith and Felix Payne, owners, and Jack Johnson, 
manager)

1910 - Kansas City Giants, KS (Tobe Smith, owner and manager)
Kansas City, MO, Royal Giants (Jack Johnson, manager, George Walden secretary)

1911 - Kansas City, KS, Giants (formed in February by Johnson) 
Kansas City, MO, Royal Giants (Walden, manager)

1912 - Kansas City, KS, Giants (Tobe Smith, John Harris)
Kansas City, MO and KS teams merged in MO (Johnson and Walden)

1909 - Chicago Leland Giants (Leland, Moseley, Foster manager)
Chicago Union Giants (Peters)

1910 - Chicago Leland Giants (Foster manager, Moseley)
Chicago Giants (Leland)
Chicago Union Giants (Peters)

1911 - Chicago Leland Giants (Moseley)
Chicago Giants (Leland)
Chicago American Giants (Foster)
Chicago Union Giants (Peters)

1912 - Chicago Leland Giants [Leland]
Chicago Giants (Leland)
Chicago American Giants (Foster)
Chicago Union Giants (Peters)
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